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Premillennialism: A One-Text
Theology? 8

"The only scriptural basis for this theory [I.e.’
premillennialism] i1s Revelation 20:1-6, after
an Old Testament content has been poured
into it.”

Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology: With a Complete
Textual Index, 4th and rev. ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdman's,
1932; reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996), 715.
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L '? Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, Page 511
S

“Why is an earthly kingdom necessary? Did He not
receive His inheritance when He was raised and exalted

In heaven? Is not His present rule His inheritance?
Why does there need to be an earthly kingdom?
Because He must be triumphant in the same arena
where He was seemingly defeated. His rejection by the
rulers of this world was on this earth (1 Cor. 2:8). His
exaltation must also be on this earth. And so it shall be
when He comes again to rule this world Iin
righteousness. He has waited long for His inheritance;

soon He shall receive it.”
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2. Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 15

= Necessity

m Promises

= Covenantal (Gen. 15:18)
m Land, Seed, Blessing

= Reliable (Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18)
m Basis of the sub-covenants

= Unconditional

= Unfulfilled

= Conclusion
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Alexander Hislop, Two Babylons
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Prophecy Panorama |_1

Great White

Rapture T(;lrone
Messiah” s Coming : Second Judgment

& Death _|_ Advent

: Eternal
CHURCH)] : : - i
Old Testament < > Tribulation Kingdom State

AGE Dan. 9:27 Rev. 20
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Millennium & Eternal State Differences

Present earth (Gen. 13:17) New Earth (Rev. 21:1)
Waters (Gen. 15:18-21) No sea (Rev. 21:1)

Rebellion (Zech. 14:16-18)  No rebellion (Rev. 21:4)
Tribal land (Ezek. 47:13-23) Tribal city gates (Rev. 21:12)
Sin exists (Ezek 45:22) No sin (Rev. 21:4)

Temple (Ezek. 40-46) No temple (Rev. 21:22)

Rod of iron (Ps. 2:6-8) No rod needed (Rev. 21:8)
Death (Isa. 65:20) No death (Rev. 21:4)

Sun exists (Isa. 30:26) No sun (Rev. 21:23; 22:5)
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Abrahamic Covenant

ABRAHAMIC
Genesis
15

I I I
LAND SEED BLESSING
| | |

LAND DAVIDIC NEW
Deuteronomy@ 2 Samuel Jeremiah
7:12-16 31:31-34

Unconditional covenant with a conditional blessing (Deut. 28; Lev. 26)




"N\ R
2.

\3 John F. Walvoord, Israel in Prophecy (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962), 84-85, 87.
1

“The covenant with David is not only given twice in its major
content— namely, 11 Samuel 7 and | Chronicles 17—but it is
also confirmed in Psalm 89. In this and other Old Testament
references there i1s no allusion anywhere to the idea that these
promises are to be understood in a spiritualized sense as

referring to the church or to a reign of God in heaven. Rather, it
IS linked to the earth and to the seed of Israel, and to the

land... There is no indication that this kingdom extended to a
spiritual entity such as the church nor that the throne in view Is
the throne of God In heaven rather than the throne of David on
earth...Such a situation does not prevail in this present age and
IS not related here or elsewhere to the reign of Christ from the
throne of His Father in heaven.”
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Evidence of Abrahamic
Covenant’ s Unconditional
Nature

= ANE covenant ratification ceremony (Gen 15)

m Lack of stated conditions for Israel’ s obedience
(Gen 15)

m Covenant's eternality (Gen 17:7, 13, 19)
m Covenant's immutability (Heb 6:13-18)

m Trans-generational reaffirmation despite perpetual
national disobedience (Jer 31:35-37)

Walvoord, The Millennial Kingdom, 149-52
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Land Promises Fulfilled in the

Time of Joshua or Solomon?

= Extended context (Josh 13:1-7; Judg 1)

= Land gained In conguest was only a fraction
of what was promised

= Jerusalem not conquered in Joshua’ s day
(Josh 15:63; 2 Sam 5)

m Forever? (Gen 17:8)

= Reaffirmation of land promises long after
Joshua and Solomon’ s time (Amos

9'1JF_ra'(§1lenbaum, Israelology, 521-22, 631-32
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m Extended context (Josh 13:1-7; Judg 1)

= L_and gained In conquest was only a
fraction of what was promised

= Jerusalem not conquered in Joshua’ s day
(Josh 15:63; 2 Sam 5)

m Forever? (Gen 17:8)
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Land Promises Fulfilled in the

Time of Joshua or Solomon?

= Extended context (Josh 13:1-7; Judg 1)

= Land gained In conguest was only a fraction
of what was promised

= Jerusalem not conguered in Joshua’ s day
(Josh 15:63; 2 Sam 5)

m Forever? (Gen 17:8)

= Reaffirmation of land promises long after
Joshua and Solomon’ s time (Amos 9:11-15)

Fruchtenbaum, Israelology, 521-22, 631-32
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Exodus 19:5-6

“Now then, if you will indeed obey
My voice and keep My covenant, then
you shall be My own possession

among all the peoples, for all the earth
IS Mine; and you shall be to Me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’
These are the words that you shall
speak to the sons of Israel.”




Six Parts of a Suzerain-VVassal
Treaty in Deuteronomy

= Preamble (1:1-5)
= Prologue (1:6-4:40)

= Covenant obligations (5-26)

m Storage and reading Instructions (27:2-3;
31:9, 24, 26)

= Witnesses (32:1)
m Blessings and curses (28)
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2:44-45 |1s Future

= Christianity did not suddenly fill the whole earth
m Christ did not destroy Rome

= N
mC
mC
m

0 10 simultaneous kings in the time of Christ
nrist was not the smiting stone
nrist did not destroy all the kingdoms of the world

ne church is not a political kingdom

J. Dwight Pentecost, Bible Knowledge Commentary, 1336
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“Hence, the iron kingdom with its feet of iron
and clay (cf. 3:33-35, 40, 44) and the
nondescript beast of 7:7-8 envision...the form
In which 1t will exist after the church period,
when God will resume His dealing with the
nation Israel. How futile for conservative

scholars to Ignore that fact and to seek to find
literal fulfillment of those prophecies In
history or In the church, when those
predictions refer to events yet future and have
no application whatever to the church.”

Merill F. Unger, Unger's Commentary on the Old Testament (Chicago: Moody, 1981; reprint,

Chatanooga, TN: AMG, 2002), 1643.
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Israel’ s Two Regatherings

THE PRESENT THE PERMANENT
(FIRST) REGATHERING | (SECOND) REGATHERING

Return to part of the land | Return to all the land

Return In unbelief Return In faith

Restored to the land only | Restored to the land and
the Lord

Sets the stage for Sets the stage for
Tribulation (discipline) | Millennium (blessing)

Adapted from: Price, Jerusalem In Prophecy, 219
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Antichrist desecrates
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Deuteronomy 4:30

_“When you are in distress
B and all these things have

o ’,_-"N“‘A

== come upon you, In the
11 W«

oy L= — latter days you will return
"~ to the LORD your God
and listen to His voice.”




Jeremiah 30:7

“ Alas! for that day is great,
There 1s none like It;

And it is the time of Jacob’ s distress,

But he will be saved from it.”




DAN 9:27 OVERVIEW OF
TRIBULATION PERIOD

Antichrist desecrates
Temple and ends
sacrifices
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Tribulation
3% years | (mid-point) 372 years

[ years
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6 Prophecies WILL BE fulfilled In
Daniel 9:24c

1) “to finish transgression”
2) “to make an end of sin”

3) “to make atonement for iniquity”

4) “to bring in everlasting righteousness”
5) “to seal up vision and prophecy”

6) " to anoint the most holy place”

Arnold Fructenbaum, Footsteps of the Messiah, p.191-4
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Deuteronomy 30:3

_“ Then the LORD your
@ God will restore you from

1_ = captivity, and have

< P w5 compassion on you, and

k)

== ill gather you again from
all the peoples where the
LORD your God has
scattered you.”




8. Israel’ s Regathering in Belief

m Deuteronomy 30:3

m Jeremiah 16:14-15

m Ezekiel 36:24-28

m Zechariah 8:7-8

m Amos 9:14-15




Mark Hitchcock and Thomas Ice, Breaking the Apocalypse Code (Costa Mesa, CA: Word
for Today, 2007), 136-37.

"Every Old
Testament
prophet,
except Jonah,

Speaks of a
permanent
return to the
Land of Israel
by the Jews."




Reliability of the Divine
Reqgathering Predictions

From Egypt Gen.

to Canaan

From
Babylon to
Israel

From the
Diaspora to
Israel

15:13-14

Jer. 25:11;
29:10

Ezekiel
36:24-28

Joshua 1—
12

Ezra &
Nehemiah

2777
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9. OT PROPHETS DESCRIBE THE KINGDOM

Established by God (Dan. 2:44)

Eternal (Dan. 7:27)

Christ’ s direct rule (Zech. 9:9-10)
Earthly (Zech. 14:9) |
Land promises realized (Gen. 15:18-21)
Israel’ s preeminence (Isa. 49:22-23)
Millennial Temple (Ezek. 40-46)
Millennial David (Jer. 30:9)
Righteousness (Isa. 9:6-7)

Curse curtailed (Isa. 65:20, 22)

Peace (lsa. 2:4)

Prosperity (Amos 9:13-14; Isa 65:22)

= Topographical changes (Ezek. 47:1-12)
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Millennium & Eternal State Differences

Present earth (Gen. 13:17) New Earth (Rev. 21:1)
Waters (Gen. 15:18-21) No sea (Rev. 21:1)
Rebellion (Zech. 14:16-18) No rebellion (Rev. 21:4)
Tribal land (Ezek. 47:13-23) Tribal city gates (Rev. 21:12)
Sin exists (Ezek 45:22) No sin (Rev. 21:4)

Temple (Ezek. 40-46) No temple (Rev. 21:22)

Rod of iron (Ps. 2:6-8) No rod needed (Rev. 21:8)
Death (Isa. 65:20) No death (Rev. 21:4)

Sun exists (Isa. 30:26) No sun (Rev. 21:23; 22:5)
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Millennium & Eternal State Differences

Present earth (Gen. 13:17) New Earth (Rev. 21:1)
Waters (Gen. 15:18-21) No sea (Rev. 21:1)

Rebellion (Zech. 14:16-18)  No rebellion (Rev. 21:4)
Tribal land (Ezek. 47:13-23) Tribal city gates (Rev. 21:12)
Sin exists (Ezek 45:22) No sin (Rev. 21:4)

Temple (Ezek. 40-46) No temple (Rev. 21:22)

Rod of iron (Ps. 2:6-8) No rod needed (Rev. 21:8)
Death (Isa. 65:20) No death (Rev. 21:4)

Sun exists (Isa. 30:26) No sun (Rev. 21:23; 22:5)
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Righteousness (Isa. 9:6-7)

Curse curtailed (Isa. 65:20, 22)

Peace (lsa. 2:4)

Prosperity (Amos 9:13-14; Isa 65:22)

= Topographical changes (Ezek. 47:1-12)
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The Millennium Temple

North Gate

Outer Court

East Gate

Outer Court

South Gate




TEMPLE COMPARISONS

HEROD’S TEMPLE

North Gate Women's

Holy Place Courtyard
Outer Court

SOLOMON’'S TEMPLE
TABERNACLE

100x50 CUBITS | 15075 FT

East Gate

Outer Court

FOOTBALL FIELD

South Gate

100x50 YARDS | 300x150 FT




Ezekiel Ezekiel

Commissioned Recommissioned
(1-3) mouth closed (33) mouth opened

l Judgment on l Blessing on
Judah (1-24) Judah (33-48)

-Glory departs -Glory Returns
Judgment

on
Nations
(25-32)

Source: Charles Dyer, Notes on Ezekiel




Millennium & Eternal State Differences

Present earth (Gen. 13:17) New Earth (Rev. 21:1)
Waters (Gen. 15:18-21) No sea (Rev. 21:1)

Rebellion (Zech. 14:16-18)  No rebellion (Rev. 21:4)
Tribal land (Ezek. 47:13-23) Tribal city gates (Rev. 21:12)
Sin exists (Ezek 45:22) No sin (Rev. 21:4)

Temple (Ezek. 40-46) No temple (Rev. 21:22)

Rod of iron (Ps. 2:6-8) No rod needed (Rev. 21:8)
Death (Isa. 65:20) No death (Rev. 21:4)

Sun exists (Isa. 30:26) No sun (Rev. 21:23; 22:5)
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The Millennial David

m Root of Jesse

m Branch of David

m Son of David

m Seed of David




2 GENERAL
RESURRECTIONS

Resurrection Program

BELIEVERS

UNBELIEVERS

First Fruits

Christ

General Harvest

Rapture

Gleanings

Beginning of
Millennium

After
Millennium




Order or Tagma (1 Cor. 15:23)

m General: Christ’ s resurrection
(1 Cor 15:23)

m Officer: Rapture (1 Thess
4:13-18)

m Soldiers: OT saints &
Tribulation martyrs (Rev

m Captives: Unsaved of all ages
(REWARS)
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Millennium & Eternal State Differences

Present earth (Gen. 13:17) New Earth (Rev. 21:1)
Waters (Ezek. 47:1-12) No sea (Rev. 21:1)
Rebellion (Zech. 14:16-18)  No rebellion (Rev. 21:4)
Tribal land (Ezek. 47:13-23) Tribal city gates (Rev. 21:12)
Sin exists (Ezek 45:22) No sin (Rev. 21:4)

Temple (Ezek. 40-46) No temple (Rev. 21:22)

Rod of iron (Ps. 2:6-8) No rod needed (Rev. 21:8)
Death (Isa. 65:20) No death (Rev. 21:4)

Sun exists (Isa. 30:26) No sun (Rev. 21:23; 22:5)
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Sin exists (Ezek 45:22) No sin (Rev. 21:4)

Temple (Ezek. 40-46) No temple (Rev. 21:22)

Rod of iron (Ps. 2:6-8) No rod needed (Rev. 21:8)
Death (Isa. 65:20) No death (Rev. 21:4)

Sun exists (Isa. 30:26) No sun (Rev. 21:23; 22:5)




Conclusion




Kingdom Throughout the Old
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Times of the Gentiles

Diaspora

Regathering In unbelief
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Regathering In belief

Prophesied Millennial conditions
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